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Neighbourhood Watch in the United Kingdom is the largest voluntary crime prevention movement 

covering England and Wales, with upwards of 2.3 million household members. The charity brings 

neighbours together to create strong, friendly and active communities in which crime can be tackled. 

Neighbourhood Watch Network is the umbrella organization, supported by the Home Office to assist 

Neighbourhood Watch groups and individuals across England and Wales. 

Neighbourhood Watch groups work in partnership with the police, corporate companies with aligned 

values, voluntary organizations and individuals who want to improve their communities. 

Neighbourhood Watch aims to help people protect themselves and their properties and to reduce the 

fear of crime by means of improved home security, greater vigilance, accurate reporting of suspicious 

incidents and fostering a community spirit as well as tackling new forms of crime such as cybercrime.  

In 1964, 28-year-old Kitty Genovese was stabbed in New York outside her apartment. Two weeks 

after the murder it was rumoured that 38 witnesses saw or heard the attack, but none of them called 

the police or came to her aid. This motivated a community response and the very first Neighbourhood 

Watch scheme was set up in New York, and in 1982 the first UK scheme was set up in Mollington, 

Cheshire. 

From there Neighbourhood Watch grew from strength to strength. Neighbourhood Watch 

representatives formed local, and wider, structured groups. In 2007, with the support of 

the police and the Home Office, the umbrella organization for the movement, now known as 

Neighbourhood Watch Network, was established. Their focus was on building local Neighbourhood 

Watch community groups which liaised with the police and focused on reducing burglary and other 

home and personal crimes. 

Neighbourhood Watch schemes are run by their members and are often supported by the police and 

in many areas, a local Neighbourhood Watch Association. 

Schemes can vary in size. A volunteer resident coordinator supervises the scheme and liaises with the 

police and other partners on information, messages and initiatives. It must be recognised that the 

scheme is a community initiative, so success depends on what the members make of it. 

The police can't deal with the problems and issues arising from crime and anti-social behaviour alone; 

they need the help of the whole community. Neighbourhood Watch provides a way for local people to 

play an important part in addressing this balance and making their communities safer. 

If you have any questions, please contact us.  
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